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I The City of Shenzhen

o Southern China, close to Hong Kong

o A City of Development and Innovation
o Population of 17 million

o High population density

o Over 65% new residents within 10 years
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I Community Overview

Xinsheng Community, Longgang County,
Longgang Distrcit (i X I 53 g # £ 3 X)
Population of 53,000, more than 50,000 are
new Shenzheners

Industrial area, soon will be renewed and

develop



Schools In Shenzhen
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Number of K12 students in Shenzhen keep growing.

NHFRE EAX / o Education is a big issue for young
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Lack of quotas in public elementary and middle school in Shenzhen (Data of 2018)



I Shenzhen Xiantian Foreign Studies School

* Newly opened in 2019
* K12 school in Xinsheng Community

* 48 classes in Elementary School, 24 classes in middle school

* Motto: Look up at the stars, put foot down to earth




Qutdoor space that can 't be use

Site Analysis

* Area: 520 m?

* QOpen floor

* Surrounded by classrooms
* Fixed flower beds




| How to build a Co-Building Garden?
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V| Plan making

M Find key stakeholders
Decide executive team

<] Find appropriate
garden location

Vi Prepare the fund

Collect Info

&

Design

J

Construct

Survey,
observation

2 >

> > Design workshop

s> Building event,
garden open
ceremony

Maintenance

Garden Maintenance

Watering, pruning, planting, inspecting
facilities, etc.

Volunteer Management

Recruit, manage and maintain volunteers

Garden Events

Planting events, nature education events,
signage making events etc.



Users opinions matter!

Students:

“We want to plant our own flowers!”

‘| want stairs so | can come up to the garden.”
Teachers:

“Vegetables and fruits are better for the course.”
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| A both small and big garden!

The Dome Zm A#H4E Wooden Stool
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I Action!

* Recruited almost 100 volunteers, including
teachers, students and families

* Finished most of the garden construction
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Action!
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Finally, we have the garden!
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I It" s a hot topic on campus!
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* The origin of the name Xiantian Banmu ({llH ¥ &)

* Let’ s design the logo of our garden!

Everybody hay fo- face bad dayy in their life.

v

4

BAAL « EEAE 5 XA B
AR ) © 2021.12.22-2022

(EEE2EILOGO

e

£ EE, RE, SRS (05 E

R ¥ REMNMAERRINERN7E,
WO /R Fn SASEME , AMlE @RI — 1 LOGO !

 mismols

)
CIPPy - &)
[ SYON IR

Try to- Remember the Good Things



IThe garden becomes students’ "first farmland” .
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I The garden becomes an outdoor classroom. Teachers actually use it!
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IThe garden becomes a bridge between school and families.

W]

* Families come to help every month.
* Garden is the easiest to recruit parent volunteer. They even have to

“fight for it" !




IThe garden becomes a bridge between school and families.

Seeding at home, plant in our garden!




IWe won a prize!

GEmnEEEn | NFAHRkER! BRECUEE
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ETEEPlus 2022-08-08 21:29

RER “BORS”
ABHE “ARBLER"

6.10-6.19
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ERX “uIRE"
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ISo proud!

“Mom, see! This is my class’ s field. | plant this!”
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IWe build a second garden together!

« Xianzong Lvlang({liERZkER), “a linear green garden in Xiantian”
* Biodiversity and climate change themed
* Insect house, rainwater collecting, composting, plant observation

* Cooperated with charitable organization Friends of the Nature
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in Park

In Urban Villages

In Survey Agencies

In Schools
Public Library
Urban Village Shopping Mall
Park Special School

Early University
Nursing Home




I List of Participating Schools

e REE R 04 LR
=P RL)LE
EE4))LE

o] %)) LE

MR %)L
%)L
B2l L% L
IBSE—%)) L=
FRYCR R 4h ) LI
AL LE
FEEEHCL)LE

BFOFR FIFE hs
AESNEIEERR BT A
/\)_\é |1 ESAAS I%\ R B LA -~ “ - .
b ST e N4 S \9[‘1;:—7—& b X’)L’I\lu?—& SErhs | Bt
1554 N £ ImE REH B NS sl L= N=273%
e i RIS RN RAERERLEAR
\ PN W Ho R E 5B R AR

\/Cﬁ kk:'\fﬁ,%\'\_l' o e
S SRR H 2=k



Different methods to work with young people at different ages




I Qur practices In learnscape




I Shenzhen School Garden Forum
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I Longgang Co-Building Garden Celebration and Gathering
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I Schools as a community centers, gardens gather families to connection

o As a city full of new residents, we need different
strategy to build up our community;

o Education is high priority in most families, especially
In Shenzhen;

o Many parents are willing to support their kids and
schools in various way;

o School gardens has shown to be an effective way for

young parents to participate in public affairs.

COMMUNITY

How a child grow up



I School gardens as students’  practice In civic engagement

o With heavy workload, students have rare opportunity to W
participate in local public issues; \

o School gardens give them a chance to redesign part of their 3'|
campus, bringing them a new perspective - we are capable N
of (and encouraged to) making the campus a better place! 1

o Ongoing watering and planting teach them responsibilities.




I Education through Actions

Participation

| Awareness

N\

~ Knowledge
Values and
Attitude

Thilisi Declaration, 1977

Environmental Education is NOT only about
learning, but more about action;

Practice and action matters;

Garden is too big? Try something small and easy!
If it" s a public issue in your community, better!

Try to solve it!



I Echo the strongest need in your community by Environmental Education




I New Age, New Community Form

The internet and mobile shorten physical
distance (but haven’ t destroy).

People with similar minds can connect easier
than before.

But only people in close neighborhood can
share off-line social life, especially for parents
and kids.

Our experience: a group living within 10km
(20min drive) is easier to maintain bi-weekly

or monthly gathering.



Ning Zhang

Education Background

Environmental Science
@Qingdao, China

Environmental Engineering
@Guangzhou, China

Public Affairs
@Indiana, US

Professional Experience

2014-2015 @New York City
Parks and Recreation Department
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2015-2018 @Gingko Foundation, Beijing 2022-now @DreamEcolLand



DreamEcolLand

o A professional but non-traditional landscape team based
In Longgang, Shenzhen
o Expertise: Eco Landscape Design, Learnscape, Natural

Playground, Participatory Design

« Work with governments, educational institutes and

charitable organization

Gardens




Thank you for watching!

Email:;
zhangning@dreamecoland.cn

WeChat B‘;x Ning
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